HFS 145.02 Purpose and scope. The chapter establishes a surveillance system for the purpose of controlling the incidence and spread of communicable diseases. This surveillance system consists of timely and effective communicable disease reporting, means of intervention to prevent transmission of communicable diseases, and investigation, prevention and control of outbreaks by local health officers and the department. History: Cr. Register, April, 1984, No. 340, eff. 5-1-84. HFS 145.03 Definitions. In this chapter: (1) "Case" means a person determined to have a particular communicable disease on the basis of clinical or laboratory criteria or both.
(2) "Communicable, disease" means a disease or condition listed in Appendix A of this chapter.
(3) "Date of onset" means the day on which the case or suspected case experienced the first sign or symptom of the communicable disease.
(4) "department" means the department of health and family services.
(5) "Food handler" means a person who handles food utensils or who prepares, processes, or serves food or beverages for people other than members of his or her immediate household.
(S) "Health care facility" means a hospital, a nursing home, a home health agency, or a provider of outpatient health care.
.(7) "Individual case report form" means the form provided by the department for the purpose of reporting communicable diseases.
(8) "Laboratory" means any facility certified by the department of agriculture, trade and consumer protection under ch. ATCP 77.
(9) "Local health officer" has the meaning prescribed in s. 250.01 (5), Stats., and applies to the person who is designated as the local health officer for the place of residence of a case or suspected case of communicable disease.
(10) "Organized program of infection control" means written policies and procedures for the purpose of surveillance, investigation, control and prevention of infections in a health care facility. April, 1984, No. 340, eff; 5--1--84-am . (2) and (11), Register, February, 1989, No. 398, eff. 3-1-89; correction in (8) and (9) (b) Each laboratory shall report the identification or suspected identification of a disease--causing organism or laboratory findings indicating the presence of a communicable disease to the local health officer or, if required under Appendix A of this chapter, to the state epidemiologist.
(c) Each health care facility shall ensure that reports are made to the local health officer or, if required under Appendix A of this chapter, to the state epidemiologist, in the rhanner specified in sub. (3). When a case is identified or suspected in a health care facility having an organized program of infection control, the person in charge of the infection control program shall ensure that the case or suspected case is reported to the local health officer or, if required under Appendix A of this chapter, to the state epidemiologist, minimizing unnecessary duplication.
(d) Any teacher, principal or nurse serving a school or day care center knowing of a case or suspected case in the school or center shall notify the local health officer or, if required under Appendix A of this chapter, the state epidemiologist, in the manner prescribed in this section.
(e) Any person who knows or suspects that a person has a communicable disease shall report the facts to the local health officer or, if required under Appendix A of this chapter, to the state epidemiologist.
(1 m) QUALIFICATION (2) CONTENT OF REPORT. (a) Each report under sub.
(1) (a) to. (d) of a case or suspected case of a communicable disease to the local health officer or the state epidemiologist shall include the name and address of the person reporting and of the attending physician, if any, the diagnosed or suspected disease, the name of the ill or affected individual, that individual's address and telephone number, age or date of birth, race and ethnicity, sex, county of residence, date of onset of the disease, name of parent or guardian if a minor, and other facts the department or local health officer requires for the purposes of surveillance, control and prevention of communicable disease.
(b) Reports may be written or verbal. Written reports shall be on the individual case report form provided by the department and distributed by the local health officer or on a form containing the information required under par. (a). Reports shall be submitted to the local health officer or, if required under Appendix A of this chapter, to the state epidemiologist.
(c) Reports by laboratories of the identification or suspected identification of a disease-causing organism or laboratory findings indicating the presence of a communicable disease shall be made to the local health officer or, if required under Appendix A of this chapter, to the state epidemiologist. These reports shall include the name of the individual affected or ill, the individual's address, telephone number, county of residence, age or date of birth, the name of the attending physician and the identity or suspected identity of the organism or the laboratory findings.
(d) All information provided under this subsection shall remain confidential except as may be needed for the purposes of investigation, control and prevention of communicable diseases.
(3) URGENCY OF REPORTS. (a) A person, laboratory or health care facility required to report under sub. (1) shall report communicable diseases of urgent public health importance as listed in category I of Appendix A of this chapter by telephone to the local health officer immediately upon identification of a case or suspected case. if the local health officer is unavailable, the report shall be made immediately to the state epidemiologist.
(b) A person, laboratory or health care facility required to report under sub. (1) shall report communicable diseases of less urgent public health importance as listed in categories H and III of Appendix A of this chapter to the local health officer or, if required under Appendix A, to the state epidemiologist, by individual case report form or by telephone within 72 hours of the identification of a case or suspected case.
(c) A person, laboratory or health care facility required to report under sub. (1) shall report the total number of cases or suspected cases of the other communicable diseases listed in Appendix A to the local health officer on a weekly basis. 
HFS 145.05 Investigation and control of communicable diseases. (1)
The local health officer shall use all reasonable means to confirm in a timely manner any case or suspected case of a communicable disease and shall ascertain so far as possible all sources of infection and exposures to the infection. Follow-up and investigative information shall be completed by the local health officer and reported to the state epidemiologist on forms provided by the department.
(2) Local health officers shall follow the methods of control set out in section 9 under each communicable disease listed in the 14th edition (1985) Couununicable Diseases in Man, 14th edition (1985) , edited by Abram S. Benenson, published by the American Public Health Association, unless specified otherwise by the state epidemiologist, and shall cooperate with the local health officer and the department in their investigation and control procedures.
(4) The department in cooperation with the local health officer shall in stitute special disease surveillances, follow---up reports and control measures consistent with contemporary epidemiologic practice in order to study and control any apparent outbreak or unusual occurrence of communicable diseases. (1) SCHOOL& Any teacher, principal or nurse serving the school may send home, for the purpose of diagnosis and treatment, any pupil suspected of having a communicable disease or of having any other disease or condition having the potential to affect the health of other students and staff including but not limited to pediculosis and scabies. The teacher or principal authorizing the action shall ensure that the parents of the child and nurse serving the school of the child are informed of the action.
(2) PERSONALCARE. Home health agency personnel providing personal care in the home and persons providing personal care in health care facilities, day care centers and other comparable facilitiesshall refrain from providing care while they are able to transmit a communicable disease through the provision of that care, in accord with the methods of communicable disease control contained in Control of Communicable Diseases in Man, 14th edition (1985) , edited by Abram S. Benenson, and published by the American Public Hcalth Association, unless specified otherwise by the state epidemiologist.
(3) FOOD HANDLERS. Food handlers shall refrain from handling food while they have a disease in a form that is communicable by food handling, in accord with the methods of communicable disease control contained in Control of Communicable Diseases in Man, 14th edition (1985) , edited by Abram S. Benenson, and published by the American Public Health Association, unless specified otherwise by the state epidemiologist.
